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The husband is not answerable for the wife's debts
contracted before her marriage, nor for those which she
incurred afterward without his authority. Nor is he lia-
ble for her torts and crimes. If she have no separate
property, all judgments against her for debts, torts, fines,
etc., remain a claim against her, which she is to pay from
her dowry when becoming a widow or divorced. (l)
The duty of conjugal cohabitation is legally, as well as
ritually and ethically, regulated in the Rabbinical Code.
A continued refusal, on either side, regarding this duty,
if not excused by sickness and circumstances, offers a
ground for divorce. (2)
Concerning the duty of ransoming the wife in the case
of her falling into captivity, it must be borne in mind
that the frequent invasions of Bedouins in the oriental
countries and the continual wars in Europe during the
Middle Ages made the express provision for such an
eventuality quite necessary. The husband was in such
at law against the husband for the money. * * * But in equity—
that is, in that form of legal proceeding which is carried on in a court
of equity, in distinction from a court of common law—the person who
lends money to the wife with which to buy necessaries, can recover the
money, on showing that it has been so expended in fact."
(1)	Eben Ha-Ezer XCI. 4; Choshen Mishpat, chapter 349,1.—It must
be remembered that, by the Jewish Law, the husband is merely a usu-
fructuary of his wife's property; hence he can not be chargeable for
her debts, torts, fines, etc.    It is different in the modern, especially
the common law, in which the principle is established by which *' the
husband and wife are regarded as one person, and her legal existence
and authority in a degree lost or suspended, during the continuance of
the matrimonial union."   This principle vests in the husband what-
ever personal property belonged to the wife before marriage, and throws
upon him, during coverture, all the obligations of the wife, so that he is
answerable for her debts before coverture, and liable for all the torts and
frauds of her committed during coverture.   Compare Kent's Comm. II.
144-150,
(2)	Kethub. 61-64; Maim. Ishuth XIV.; Eben Ha-Ezer LXXVL

